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convergent and either the ai or the /3t. fulfill the condition just stated concerning their signs, the even and the odd convergents have separate limits.
The most general criterion for the convergence of
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(6; real or complex) seems to be the one which I gave in October, 1901 [32, 6, §5].
Two remarks of a general nature concerning the convergence of algebraic continued fractions may be of interest. In the consideration of numerical continued fractions a difficulty frequently encountered is that the removal of a finite number of partial fractions M£/Xt. at the beginning of (5) may affect its convergence or divergence. The convergence is therefore not determined solely by the ultimate character of the continued fraction, as is true of a series. Pringsheim [29] has proposed to call the convergence unconditional when it is not destroyed by the removal of the first n partial fractions of (5). The difficulties due to conditional convergence usually disappear from consideration in treating algebraic continued fractions. For let NJDn now denote the nth convergent. If after the removal of the first n partial fractions the continued fraction converges uniformly in a given region and accordingly represents a function F(z) which is holo-morph ic within the region, then after the restoration of the initial terms the continued fraction will define the function
which must be either holomorphic or meromorphic within the given region [32, a or c] . An exception occurs only if the denominator of (6) vanishes identically in the region. This is impossible for the second and third types of continued fractions, since the development of a rational fraction — DJDn_l in either type (2) or (3) consists of a finite number of terms, whereas the development of F(z\ by hypothesis, continues indefinitely.ex elements, and even now the number is astonishingly small.
